HISTORY OF THE NAWWARS OF THE CARNATIC
Yusuf Khan,i wiLh the following' order, that he must reach the
taluk of Chittoor, the jdg'tr of Abdu'l-Wahlifib Khan Bahadur,
take him in his company, hasten towards Chennapattan, exhibit
bravery to the satisfaction of the Nawwfib and attempt to stand
high in his estimation. Then the Nawwab sent him with the
following letter addressed to the Bahadur:
"On account of indisposition we find it impossible at pre-
sent to exert ourselves and bear the hardships of a journey. We
have delegated to you the command of the army equipped with
all implements, abundant gunpowder, and cannon under the
"supervision of Muhammad Yusuf Khan. We have appointed
you in our place and so it is necessary that, without the delay of
even a day, you should march with the army to defend
Chennapattan and punish the French; arrangements must be
made to block the roads so that not even a grain of corn should
reach the enemy and thus reduce the besiegers to the position of
the besieged, and make them feel distressed on account
of the resistance of the English, as well as the whip of your
chastisement. You must understand that I will be there
immediately after recouping my health/'
Further encouraging and refreshing letters were address-
ed to George Becket, General Lawrence, and other sardars
of the English, to Ghazanfar All Khan, Muhammad Abrar
(1) Yusuf Khan reached Trichinopoly from Madura in June, 175S. He
was asked to join Preston, with 2,000 sepoys and other troops from Tanjore
and Pudukottah. He captured Elavanasur and Tirukoilur, cut off M. Lally's
communication with Pondicherry and finally joined Preston at Chingleput.
Yusuf Khan's name, according to Sir John Malcolm, occurs ' as often in
the pages of the English historian (Orme) as that of Lawrence or Give*. He
was the ablest of the Indian soldiers who fought in the early wars between
the English and the French. He rendered very valuable service in the opera-
tions round Trichinopoly in 1752-54. He helped the English during
M. Lally's siege of Madras. He established peace and security during his
governorship over Madura and Tinnevelly.
See S. C. Hill: Yusuf Khan, the Rebel Commandant (1914).
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